The present paper is a humble at t empt t o highlight t he progress of Nagaland in some socioeconomic and demographic dimensions using indicat or variables on demographic feat ures, infrast ruct ure, economy and human development . The st udy reveals t hat in t he last decade t here has been a decline in deat h rat e and male populat ion and an increase in sex rat io. The st at e is observed t o be t he worst performer in t erms of drinking w at er supply, part icularly in rural areas. Alt hough every household is provided wit h elect ricity connect ion, per capit a consumpt ion of pow er in t he stat e is lowest in t he region. Banking facilit ies are not up t o t he mark in the st at e and lagging behind Tripura in t erms of credit -deposit rat io. Road is t he major source of t ransport and it is t he second best st at e in t he region aft er Assam. How ever, road t ransport has been handicapped by poor maint enance. The st at e has done a commendable job In t erms of lit eracy rat e, girl's enrollment in schools and average years of schooling but failed in bridging t he gap bet w een rural-urban lit eracy rat es. There is inadequacy of healt h facilit ies in t he st at e result ing in t he increase in infant mort alit y rat e. Work part icipat ion has been higher for males t han t hat of females but rural female part icipat ion has been higher t han that of t he urban female part icipation. The st at e is also w it nessing significant Increase in part icipat ion of urban females in work. The economy of t he st at e is primarily forest -based and agricultural but it has achieved remarkable progress in small and medium scale indust ries. How ever, employment creat ion and product ivit y of labor and capit al are quit e low in fact ories. It has not been able t o at t ract foreign t ourist s because of frequent law and order problem. It is lagging behind in t erms of per capit a income t hough her per capit a consumpt ion expendit ure is highest in t he region. In t erms of human development it has made a t remendous progress w hile M izoram is in compet it ion w it h her in t erms of lit eracy.
of one of the major/ minor tribes of the state, making the districts distinct in their sociopolitical, traditional, cultural and linguistic characteristics.
The state has a temperate climate ranging betw een 16°C-31°C in the w inters and 4°C-24°C in the summers along w ith a largely monsoon climate w ith high humidity levels. Annual rainfall averages around 70-100 inches, concentrated in the months of M ay to September. Topographically, the state is mountainous and the altitude varies approximately betw een 194 meters and 3048 meters above sea level. The Naga Hills rise from the Brahmaputra Valley in Assam to about 610 meters, and rise further t o the south-east, as high as 1829 meters. M ount Saramati, at an elevation of 3826 meters is the state's highest peak and this is w here t he Naga Hills merge w ith the Patkai Range in M yanmar. Rivers such as the Doyang and Dhiku to t he north, the Barak River in the southw est and the Chindw in river of M yanmar in the south-east , dissect the entire state.
Demographic Features:
The total population of the state as per 2011 Census is 19.78 lakh of w hich 48.21 per cent are females (Table 1) . Among the eleven districts in the state, Tuensang has the largest population follow ed by Kohima. The least populated district is Phek. While the state witnessed the highest decadal grow th of population of 64.41 per cent during 1991-2001 as against the corresponding figure of 21.56 per cent at the national level the situation got reversed in the last decade (Table 2) .
Although female population increased by 1.16 per cent in the last decade, the negative grow th of population of 0.01 per cent has been due to decrease in male population by 18.04 per cent . This unprecedented negative grow th of male population is a cause of serious concern. The density of population in the state is as low as 119 per sq km as against low est density of 17 in Arunachal Pradesh and highest of 350 in Tripura in the northeastern region and all India average of 382. The sex ratio w hich had steadily declined from 933 in 1961 to 863 in 1981, show ed a reverse trend over the last three decades. From 863 in 1981, it rose to 900 in 2001 and further to 931 in 2011 (Table 3) . This is a positive trend as far as the demographic pattern is concerned. In spite of the progress in overall sex ratio the state is lagging not only behind the country but also behind all other northeastern states excepting Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh w hich have sex ratios as low as 889 and 920 respectively. What is alarming is the declining child sex ratio in the state from 964 in 2001 to 944 in 2011. The same is true in case of the entire country and all other NE states excepting M izoram w herein it improved marginally from 964 to 971 during the same period. The socio-cultural practices of the state valuing the girl child and the governmental and civil society interventions have recently failed to contribute to a bet ter sex ratio for the children.
The birth rate in the state is observed to be 17.2 per cent as against 22.5 per cent at the national level but low er than that of other NE states excepting M anipur and Tripura (Table 4 ). While the country as a w hole and other NE states have been w itnessing declining birth rates over the period from 1994 t o 2009, it has been fluctuating from 20.1 in 1994 to 13.9 in 2004 and further to 17.2 in 2009 in Nagaland.
As regards death rate, Nagaland is observed to be the best state in the region having a rate of 3.6 per cent as against highest figure of 8.4 per cent in Assam and 7.3 per cent for the country. Like the state of Assam, death rate is consistently declining in Nagaland during the period w hereas in other NE states it is either fluctuating or increasing. Particularly the situation seems to be alarming in case of Sikkim.
Infrastructure: Infrastructure is a physical framew ork of facilities t hrough w hich goods and services are provided to the public. It covers a w ide spectrum of services such as transport , pow er, telecommunication, w ater supply, sew age disposal, and irrigation, medical, educational and other primary services. Some of these services have a direct impact on the economy, w hile others are more important from a societal point of view . It contributes to economic development by increasing productivity and by providing amenities that enhance the quality of life. It affects each of the economic activities such as production, consumption, distribution, trade, et c directly or indirectly. The availability of adequate infrastructure facilities is imperative for the overall economic development of a state. Some of the above mentioned infrastructure for w hich data are available are analyzed in the following few paragraphs. W ater Supply: M ost of the villages in Nagaland are located on hilltops. This makes supply of drinking w ater a challenging task on the part of the government. Therefore, w ater has to be normally supplied, through gravity, from a source located at a higher altitude than the village. The number of villages having protected w ater supply sources in 1963 w as only 59 w hich w ere increased to 1304 villages (Govt.
of Nagaland, 2004) . Though efforts are being made to augment the w ater supply in the state to keep pace w ith the increasing requirement of w ater, it has virtually failed in rural areas. As low as 46.8 per cent of households are getting drinking w ater within the premises in rural areas as against 72 per cent in Arunachal Pradesh and 63.3 per cent in Assam (Table 5) Percentage of households having drinking w ater supply in urban Nagaland has declined from 94.6 per cent t o 60.3 per cent during the same period. If w e examine the data relating to source w ise drinking w ater w e find that people in Nagaland unlike M eghalaya and Sikkim over time are depending more on other sources of drinking w ater than that of tap w at er irrespective of urban and rural areas (Table 6) .
Nagaland is the w orst performing state in the northeast as regards percentage of households covered under tap w ater in urban areas. While 74.3 per cent households of the country have access to tap w ater in urban areas and 98.2 per cent in Sikkim it is as low as 25.7 per cent in Nagaland.
Electricity: Although Nagaland generates hydro electricity it is not self-sufficient . The state generat es only 87.98 M U as against the annual energy consumption of 242.88 M U (Govt. of Nagaland, 2012).
Nagaland purchases pow er from neighboring states to meet her requirement. It has a very low per capita consumption of pow er about 130 units per year as compared to an Indian average of 370 units.
How ever, as regards distribution of pow er is concerned it is an ideal state not only in the region but also in the entire country. Almost every household has been provided w ith electricity connection. While India could provide electricity connection to 66 per cent of households in rural areas in 2008-09, Nagaland achieved a target of 99 per cent ( Table 7) . The progress in rural areas from the period from 1993 to 2008-09 has been exemplary. During the same period percentage of households having connection w as increased from 94 per cent to 100 per cent in Nagaland w here as in Assam and Tripura almost 5 per cent of households are yet t o get their connection.
Banking: Banks play a vital role in the development of a state and its people by w ay of deposits and loans. Since Nagaland is not industrially developed and major sources of income are from agriculture and service sector, expansion of bank branches and banking activities are not very significant in comparison to other states in the region and country (Table 8 ). Each bank branch on an average serves 18,315 populations in Nagaland as against 11,951 persons at the all India level. The state is only better off in this regard over tw o other states in northeast , namely, Assam and M anipur. All other states in the region are ahead of Nagaland in the expansion of bank branches. Credit -deposit ratio is not satisfactory in the entire region in comparison to all India situations. Although there has been improvement over the years from 2004 to 2010, in case of Nagaland, it is yet to catch up w ith the best performing state, Tripura, in the region w hich has a C-D ratio of 50.2 per cent. In 2011 t otal deposits and credit in the state w ere Rs. 10,951 crores and Rs. 4,086 crores respectively. About 95 per cent of deposits and 92 per cent of credits w ere from tw o districts only, namely, Dimapur and Kohima (Govt. of Nagaland, 2012).
Transport:
Overall transport netw ork is quite poor in Nagaland. The rail netw ork in the state is hardly 13 km and it is the third best state in the region after Assam and Tripura. The only airport in the state is at Dimapur. Road is the main source of transportation in this land-locked hilly state. In terms of length of surfaced road, it is the second best state in the region after Assam having 15,470 km of road of w hich only 7 per cent are national highw ays (Table 9 ). Increase in road length during the period from 2004-05 to 2010-11 has not been quite satisfactory in comparison to few smaller states in the region like M izoram and Sikkim. If w e compare in terms of population served for each kilo meter of surfaced road, Nagaland how ever is the second best state in the region after Arunachal Pradesh but far behind all India situations. Besides, road transport has been handicapped by poor maintenance. Data on number of vehicles reveals that Nagaland is one of the leading tribal states in the region and number of vehicles is increasing at a faster rate compared to other sister states.
Education: Total number of schools in Nagaland is 2,552 of w hich 13 are centrally sponsored, 677 are private and the rest 1,862 are state schools (Govt. of Nagaland, 2012) . Total number of enrollment is 1.74 lakhs of w hich almost 50 per cent are girls. Enrollment in primary school is only 49 per cent in case of girls. There has been a phenomenal increase in the levels of literacy in the state as compared to all India average. Literacy rate in the state w hich w as 66.59 per cent in 2001 w as increased to 80.11 per cent in 2011 as against a national increase from 64.83 to 74.04 per cent during the same period (Table   10 ). How ever, M eghalaya and Tripura are the leading states in the region. The performance of Nagaland has not been satisfactory in terms of reduction of urban-rural gap in literacy rates unlike Tripura, M anipur and Sikkim. The quality of education is also a matter of concern. The pass percentage in the matriculation examination is only 48.6 percent, w hereas in higher secondary it is 76.5 percent. The dropout rates in class X and XII are considerable. Average years of schooling in the state is as high as 7.1 as against 4.7 in India and 6.8 in M izoram and 6.3 in M anipur (Table 11) (Table 12 ). Though Nagaland is in better off position as compared to the nation as a w hole, it is lagging behind M anipur w hich is the best state in t he region and the country w herein infant mortality rate is 16. How ever, the rural-urban gap in infant mortality rate is quite satisfactory in Nagaland in comparison to other NE states and India as a w hole. W ork Participation Rate: WPR is a measure of the active portion of an economy's labor force. It refers to the number of people w ho are either employed or are actively looking for w ork. The numbers of people w ho are no longer actively searching for w ork are not included in WPR. Thus WPR is an indicator of a grow ing economy. Data reveals that WPR has been alw ays higher for males than that of females w hether it is in Nagaland or in any other state in northeast or in the nation as w hole (Table 13) . Similarly rural female participation has been higher than that of the urban female participation excepting in the state of Tripura. It is w orth noting that WPR has increased considerably over the period from 1993-94 to 2004-05 in comparison to other states in the northeast and nation as a w hole. This increase in WPR is more prominent in case of urban females in the stat e. In contrast to this there has been decrease of WPR in many of the northeast ern states such as rural and urban males in Sikkim, rural and urban females in Tripura, and urban males in Arunachal Pradesh and M eghalaya.
The Economy: The economy of Nagaland is primarily forest -based and agricultural. It is also rich in mineral resources including coal, limestone, iron, nickel, cobalt , chromium, and marble. The approximate reserve of limestone is 1,000 million tonnes and substantial reserves of marble and decorative stone, petroleum and natural gas, nickel, cobalt, and chromium are available in the state. But these mineral resources are yet to be explored fully and exploited. At present, Nagaland has an agrarian economy. About 68 per cent of the total w orking population of t he state depends on cultivation. The main crops grow n in the state include rice, millet, maize, and pulses. Cash crops, like sugarcane and potato, are also grow n in some parts. Coffee, cardamom, and tea come under plantation crops, w hich are grow n in hilly areas. A majority of the population is involved in the cultivation of rice as it is the main staple diet of the people. M ore than 80 per cent of t he gross cropped area is under rice cultivation. A sizeable population of the state grow s oilseeds, w hich include rapeseed, mustard, etc. There are tw o methods of cultivation prevalent in Nagaland. Farmers in the state practice bot h jhum (shifting) and terrace cultivation. The area under jhum cultivation is about 87,339 hectares and under terraced cultivation is about 62,091 hectares. Although a majority of population is engaged in cultivation, still the state depends on the import of food supplies from other states because of inadequacy of land area under cultivation and low productivity.
Industry: Nagaland has achieved remarkable progress in small and medium scale industries. People in the state make beautiful decorative materials. Cottage industries such as w eaving, w oodw ork, and pottery are also an important source of revenue in the state. The state had 30 industrial units, and over w orkers are engaged. In the last decade there has been closure of 39 factories for various reasons (Table   14 ). Compared to other northeastern states there has not been substantial increase in employment in factories. The northeastern states w hich have been able to create more employment in factories are M anipur and M eghalaya. Both labor and capital productivity are quite low in Nagaland by Indian standard. Sikkim, M eghalaya and Assam are leading states in terms labor productivity w hereas Assam and M anipur in capital productivity. Although Nagaland has been able to increase labor productivity during the last decade it has w itnessed decrease in capital productivity.
Eco-Tourism:
The focus on tourism, particularly eco-tourism in Nagaland, is of recent origin and is based on areas of strength. Some of the advantages the state enjoys include comparatively unexplored destinations, scenic beauty, and strong existence of local community netw orks, abundant natural resources, unique eco-system and cultural diversity. The Government of Nagaland declared tourism as a core industry under the State Industrial Policy, and in 2000, adopted its Tourism Policy. Prior to 1998-99 it w as estimated that not more than 200 foreign tourists and 15,000-20,000 domestic tourists visited the state annually (Govt. of Nagaland, 2004) . However, since 2000, after relaxation of the restricted area permit (RAP), there w as a steady increase in the arrival of international tourists to nearly 1500, in 2002.
But due to frequent law and order problem numbers of tourists are fluctuating over the years. In 2010 the number w as reduced to 1132 though there has been substantial increase in domestic tourists from 2005 to 2010 (Table 15 ). Sikkim and Assam are the leading states in northeast attracting foreign tourists.
Net State Domestic Product:
About 33 per cent of the NSDP of Nagaland is contributed by the primary sector and 53 percent by tertiary sector. The secondary sector contributes only 13 per cent to the NSDP.
Per capita monthly income of the state w as Rs. 1686.17 as against Rs. 2011.92 in the country (Table 16) Concluding Remarks: Experience of Nagaland on development attainments in the recent past is a mixed one. In some areas it has been able to achieve a good progress w hile in some others it has miserably failed. There has been commendable progress in the reduction of death rate, provision of electricity connection to households, increase in overall literacy, girl's enrollment in schools and average years of schooling, w ork participation of urban females, development of small and cottage industries, increase in per capita consumption expenditure and human development w hile in creating infrastructure in terms of drinking w ater supply, banking, maintenance of road, health facilities, and achievement in reduction of infant mortality rate, bridging literacy gap betw een rural and urban areas, development of tourism, increase in per capita income, etc there is a scope to do a lot on the part of the government in Nagaland. (2011) 
Government of India

